THE WRIGHT BROTHERS,  INVENTORS

263

American brothers ORVILLE AND WILBUR WRIGHT made
successful glider-flights about 1900, and in 1903 they fitted
a petrol-motor into a glider-plane and flew for 40 yards
at the first attempt, and 270 yards in a subsequent one.
The aeroplane had been invented!

Its improvement was extremely rapid.    In  1904  the
Wright brothers flew three miles, and in 1908 twenty-four

FLYING OVER MOUNT EVEREST

miles. But it was the First World War which brought the
most rapid advances in flying. At that time it was not so
much for dropping bombs that aeroplanes were used, but
for scouting and taking photographs of the enemy's defences.
Much more powerful engines were made, and these enabled
planes to climb high into the air with great speed, and to
escape being hit by bullets.

After the war extraordinary feats were performed by
aeroplanes. In 1919 the first flight was made across the
Atlantic Ocean, which was crossed In 26% hours; and in
the same year two young Australians flew from EogJandl